The Great Schism of 1054 was the split of Christianity into the Roman Catholic Church in the West and the Eastern Orthodox Church in the East. The effects of this schism are still felt to this day. One of the main causes was the "Filioque clause". This clause was added to the Nicene Creed by  the Western Roman Catholic Church which stated that the Holy Spirit proceeds from both the Father and the Son. This was seen as a violation of the original creed and a challenge to the authority of the Eastern Orthodox Church. Another cause for the schism was papal supremacy.  Papal supremacy is the doctrine that the Pope has full, universal power over the Church due to the fact of papal succesion. This makes the popes to be able to be traced back to Peter, the first Pope chosen by Jesus. The Eastern Orthodox Church rejected this idea, and argued that  all bishops are equal and the pope was only the first among equals. All these reasons came ahead on July 16, 1054, when Pope Leo IX and Patriarch Michael I of Consantinople excommunicated eachother over the disputes discussed previously.  Excommunication is a religious act that is issued which deprives a person of the right to participate in the Sacraments and the communion of a church. It's usually imposed as a penalty for serious sins or offenses which threaten the unity or doctrine of the church.  There have been attempts to reconcile and heal the schism, such as the lifting of the excommunications in 1965. Still the two branches remain seperate to this day. The schism was worsened due to battles between the Western and Eastern Christians during the Fourth Crusade.  During the Fourth Crusade Western crusaders sacked Constantinople, the capital seat of the Byzantine Empire and the seat of the Eastern Orthodox Church, The Reformation may have been have been influenced by the schism due to the differences caused. These reasons included the role of the pope, the nature of salvation, and the use of icons. 
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